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Editor’s Foreword 


The present issue of the Idaho Librarian is essentially the 30th Bien- 
nial Report of the Idaho State Library to Governor Smylie. The require- 
ment this year that all the reports of State Departments be bound to- 
gether has caused us to bring the Biennial Report to you through the 
medium ofthe Idaho Librarian. 


The various articles of the Report inform us of a great expansion 
in the number of persons receiving library service or, to phrase it an- 
other way, we are witnessing an expansion of the area of responsibility 
of our public libraries. To some extent that expansion has been met by 
the amplification of the State Library’s role of service to under-served 
areas and by its promotional activities. But in the main our libraries 
are meeting the demands of readers without any substantial increase in 


_their supporting resources. It is possible that a sharper statistical an- 


alysis would reveal these deficiencies in more definite outline. However, 
Dr. Robert Campbell’s sketch of the problems of Idaho’s property tax 
based public libraries serves to solidly document the need for greater 
public resources for public libraries. ; 


As we enter the 1960’s, we realize that the 1950’s were a period of 
greatly increased responsibility to greatly increased numbers of read- 
ers—we can hope that the 1960’s will find library trustees and librarians 
facing their responsibilities by obtaining a more solid base for quality 
library service. 
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Progress and Perspectives 


The Idaho State Library has 
witnessed and participated in a 
period of sharp growth in the de- 
velopment of our state’s public li- 
brary service. The short years 
since 1957, when the administra- 
tion and legislature of the state 
expanded the Idaho State Library, 
they have seen momentous and far- 
reaching changes in our public 
libraries. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF LOCAL 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Whether we cite such statistics 
of growth as the establishment of 
new public libraries, or the in- 
crease in use of established li- 
braries, our state has been moving 
forward steadily. Nine libraries 
have now been established in the 
past two bienniums and three of 
these (Latah County Free Library 
District, Madison County Free Li- 
brary District, and Nez Perce 
County Free Library District), 
have come into existence in the 
past two years. These nine libra- 
ries, organized with state and fed- 
aral funds, have given 75,000 per- 
sons their own public tax-support- 
ed library service. The addition of 
forty-five thousand persons now 
being served by the Ada County 
Library Demonstration, aimed at 
establishing local library service 
in our metropolitan county, brings 
the total of persons with new local 
library services to some 120,000. 
Eighteen percent more of our 
state’s population has been fur- 
nished library service in four years 
alone. 


THE GROWING USE OF 
THE STATE LIBRARY 

Certainly another index of the 
public use of libraries has been the 


demand put upon the State Li- 
brary. Each year for the past four 
years the State Library has added 
ten thousand (or more) books to 
its collection. But even with this 
effort, the demand for more books 
cannot be completely met. Within 
one year, 1959-1960, the increase 
of loans to individuals, to libraries, 
and to schools has been phenomen- 
al. In 1959 eighty thousand books 
were loaned—a sizeable figure. But 
in 1960 210,000 books were bor- 
rowed from the State Library— 
an increase of books read by over 
200%. 

About ten percent of the circu- 
lation went to pupils in our public 
schools. Of Idaho’s 128 school dis- 
tricts the State Library has loans 
of books in 100 districts. 


CONFERENCE AND 
WORKSHOPS 


Indeed, the State Library’s par- 


ticipation in public library growth . 


has taken many forms. We have 
sponsored conferences of librarians 
and trustees, such as the six meet- 
ings held around the state during 
the biennium for public library 
board members. In these confer- 
ences we have worked to under- 
stand and mutually solve current 
problems of local library govern- 
ment. We have brought leaders to 
meet with our local groups—such 
leaders as Dr. Irving Lieberman, 
Director of the School of Libra- 
rianship of the University of 
Washington who, with Dr. Eugene 
Hart, former State Librarian, con- 
ducted our first trustee workshops 
and Mrs. Elise Balch, President of 
the Trustees Section of the Idaho 
Library Association. 

Our concern for local library 
leadership has been expressed too, 
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in an effort to develop groups of 
persons in each community able to 
gather and develop library inter- 
est. In February, 1960, we arranged 
the first Governor’s Conference 
on Public Libraries held in our 
state. Invitations were sent to our 
county library advisors, lay per- 
sons interested in library develop- 
ment in each Idaho county. In 
Boise the group met and consider- 
ed the state of our libraries, heard 
Henry Drennan, Idaho State Li- 
brarian, review the posture of pub- 
lic libraries, and heard Mrs. Sara 
Wheeler, Associate Professor of 
Children’s Literature of the Uni- 
versity of Washington, discuss 
children’s reading; and Mrs. Grace 
Stevenson, and Executive Vice 
President of the American Library 
Association, explain our libraries 
on the national scene. 


ASSOCIATIONAL ACTIVITIES 


Associational activities in the 
past year involved State Library 
_ staff participation at the spring 
meeting of the Idaho Library Asso- 
ciation in April, 1960. A _ well 
planned program, under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Lee Zimmerman, Li- 
brarian, University of Idaho and 
President of the Idaho Library As- 
sociation, introduced such speakers 
as Dean Boyd Martin of the Uni- 
versity of Idaho and Miss Mary 
Helen Mahar, School Library Spe- 
cialist, Department of Health, Edu- 
cation and Welfare, to the largest 
convention of Idaho librarians to 
convene, 

In September, 1960, librarians 
from the Pacific Northwest met as 
guests of Idaho at Sun Valley. 
Henry Drennan, Idaho State Li- 
brarian, served as General Confer- 
ence Chairman. The State Library 
staff, as well as many other Idaho 
librarians, gave large amounts of 


their time to the convention to 
make it an educational and social 
success. Two members of the Idaho 
State Library Board were speak- 
ers. Mr. Delmer Engelking, State 
Superintendent of Education, wel- 
comed the visitors and Mrs. Grace 
Jordan presented a charming rem- 
iniscence of Idaho ranch life. Three 
hundred and fifteen Pacific North- 
west librarians saw Arthur De- 
Volder, Librarian of the Twin 
Falls Public Library, assume the 
presidency of the regional organ- 
ization for the coming year. 


CONSULTATION SERVICES 


The State Library extension 
staff and the State Librarian have 
continuously visited libraries of 
the state at the request of local li- 
brarians and library boards to 
offer technical advice upon library 
problems. In February, 1959, the 
Extension Librarian of the State 
Library, working with Miss Edythe 
Sampson, Nez Perce County Li- 
brarian, was loaned to the new 
Nez Perce County Library to or- 
ganize the new operation. Both 
local service from the library and 
bookmobile service were put into 
operation by the librarians. 

In January, 1960, the Latah 
County Free Library was organiz- 
ed and the Idaho State Library not 
only offered technical advice in be- 
ginning the joint use of the book- 
mobile with Nez Perce County, but 
also completely catalogued and 
processed the ten thousand dollars 
worth of new books of this library. 

The organization of the Ada 
County Library Demonstration, be- 
ginning in January, 1960, under 
the direction of Mr. Walter Bots- 
ford, Extension Librarian, and 
Mrs. Rachel Fenske, Assistant Ex- 
tension Librarian and Technical 
Director of the Demonstration, 
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is the largest task of consulta- 
tion and organization yet achieved 
in the state. An operating li- 
brary involving service to forty- 
five thousand persons by book- 
mobile and central library serv- 
ice was created in five months. 

The most recent service of con- 
sultation to lozal libraries has been 
the assistance given to the new 
Lost River Community Library at 
Arco. A new library has been es- 
tablished to serve the Butte Coun- 
ty community with fifteen hundred 
state books as a nucleus for the 
collection, added to a thousand lo- 
cally owned volumes. Plans at the 
Lost River Library include a tour- 
ist information center and a branch 
in the Howe community. 

There have been many individual 
visits to libraries all over our 
state, yet much remains to be done 
in filling the requests of our local 
libraries for advice and assistance. 
The extension workers of the State 
Library have always had a warm 
weicome from their colleagues in 
the public libraries. 


CONSULTATION ON 
CONSTRUCTION 


Although the State Library is 
not responsible for the construc- 
tion of local public library build- 
ings, it has offered advice concern- 
ing public libraries where asked. 
Such advice has been given recent- 
ly to Burley, Madison County, 
Nampa, Pozatello, Twin Falls, and 


Boundary County. There is a re- 
surgence of interest in library 
buildings in our state. New build- 
ings completed are the fine library 
at Burley, and the Madison Coun- 
ty Library at Rexburg. Plans for 
new construction at Nampa, Poca- 
tello, and Twin Falls are under- 
way. 


PUBLICATIONS 

The two major publications of 
the Idaho State Library, Library 
Gems and the Idaho Librarian, have 
been continued and receive national 
circulation in library circles. The 
Library Gems is employed as a 
news media for our public libraries 
and the Idaho Librarian carries 
more technical information and as- 
sociation news. Responses to books 
noted and services available indi- 
cate that both the monthly Gems 
and the quarterly Idaho Librarian 
are widely read. The Idaho Librar- 
ian receives national professional 
notice, as it is indexed in Library 
Literature. 


Other publications are biblio-— 


graphies of special materials, such 
as lists of books for parents and 
teachers, lists of new books on ag- 
riculture, and lists of books for 
government. The State Library’s 
bibliography, “Health and Welfare” 
received much interest from state 
officials concerned. The “Basic Buy- 
ing List for Small Idaho Libra- 
ries” has now been revised and will 
be issued shortly in a new edition. 


EXPANDING STATE LIBRARY SERVICES 
TO STATE INSTITUTIONS 


The need for library service in 
State Institutions is a real one. 
The Idaho State Library in the 
past year and a half has made a 
beginning, within its resources, in 


supplying recreational reading for 
institutional patients, information- 
al, educational and technical books 
for the rehabilitation of patients, 
and professional -ature for pre- 
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fessional staff and training of staff 
members. 

The Penitentiary school was the 
first unit of a state institution to 
receive a loan of books for the stu- 
dents from the State Library. Af- 
ter a visit to Mr. Maxwell of the 
Penitentiary staff and with the 
principal of the prison school, 
Henry Drennan, Idaho State Li- 
brarian, began shipments of books 
selected at the State Library by 
the principal of the school. Cer- 
tainly the service has been of great 
use in supplementing the books 
available. Mr. Bristol, Principal 
of the Prison school, reports, “The 
books we borrow for our inmates 
are most useful. We find that these 
books not only fill the prisoners’ 
hours, but we select them so that 
they are a definite educational 
benefit. Your people couldn’t be 

Rinder....” 


Books requested for the prison 
school show that the readers are 
not interested in mere recreation, 
‘but are using the library service 
as an educational opportunity. 
Over five hundred books have been 
loaned to the school in the first 
year of service. If the prison had 
to purchase these books, their price 
would have been $1,575. Some of 
the titles borrowed by the prison 
school students are: Creative Lead- 
ership, Managerial Accounting, Col- 
lege Entrance Tests, Bookkeeping, 
and Atomic Age Physics. 


The Northern State Hospital has 
borrowed books for over a year 
now from the State Library. The 
hospital operates a library for 
patients in the hospital building 
with regular shipments of books 
from the State Library. The serv- 
ice began after a conference be- 
tween Dr. M. W. Pullen, Mrs. 
Stanley Pearce, and Henry Dren- 


nan. The hospital agreed to provide 
space for the recreational and 
therapeutic reading in the patients’ 
library, with a patient acting as 
custodian and the State Library 
furnishing regular shipments of 
recreational reading. In the first 
year of service, the State Library 
has maintained a collection of 300 
books for patient reading at the 
hospital. 

The Nampa State School is the 
most recent state institution to re- 
ceive library service from the Ida- 
ho State Library. Dr. Erwin Sage, 
Mr. Cochrane, Principal of the 
patient’s school, and Dr. McIntyre, 
Clinical Director, in a conference 
with Mr. Drennan of the State Li- 
brary agreed to begin use of the 
library’s books in three catego- 
ries—remedial reading for child pa- 
tients; in-service training mater- 
ial for the employee educational 
program and professional medical 
literature for the medical staff. 
This autumn (1960) the State Li- 
brary began service by sending 
thirty children’s books to the school 
to be used in reading training. 


Clinical literature is also repre- 
sented by such requests as, Pedia- 
trics, Diseases of the Nervous Sys- 
tems in Infancy, Childhood, and 
Adolescence; Diagnostic Bacterio- 
logy, and Pediatric X-Ray Diag- 
nosis. 


FUTURE PLANS 

The State Library is intimately 
concerned with the future of all of 
our libraries. Not only must new 
libraries, giving rural library serv- 
ice, continue to be established, but 
existing libraries need to be 
strengthened. We have mentioned 
the establishment of nine new li- 
braries in the past three years and 
the present establishment of two 
more now underway. 


Federations of Libraries 

Another development now begin- 
ning is the closer relationship of 
the State Library to our local li- 
braries. Voluntary federations of 
loca! libraries in cooperation with 
the State Library are now forming 
in three areas of the state. These 
federations of libraries are the 
Fort Boise Federation in South- 
western Idaho, at present com- 
prising Nampa, Parma, Notus, and 
Council District; the Emerald Em- 
pire Federation in Northern Ida- 
ho, comprising Harrison, Wallace, 
and Osburn; and the Sawtooth 
Federation in Eastern Idaho where 
the Lost River Community Library 
is the first of several libraries that 
are anticipated to join. 

The State Library, as a member 
of the various federations, per- 
forms certain services for the 
members who, in turn, make avail- 
able their resources to member li- 
braries and the borrowers of mem- 
ber libraries. Centralized purchas- 
ing (but not selection) of books is 
provided at the State Library for 
the member libraries, resulting in 
a saving of book funds from five to 
twelve percent for the local li- 
braries. New books are cataloged 
and processed for the member li- 
braries with the cost of the opera- 
tion shared between the member 


libraries and the State Library. 
The State Library estimates that, 
by the end of next year, it will 
have cataloged and processed ten 
thousand books of the member li- 
braries. Collections of State Li- 
brary books are regularly sent to 
members of the federations, which 
are returned after a stated period 
for a new loan of books. Thus, the 
books at the State Library journey 
to libraries in every community. 

Libraries who are receiving cen- 
tralized purchasing, cataloging, 
and processing in company with 
the State Library are Boundary 
County, Latah County, Nez Perce 
County, Council District, Parma 
Public Library, Notus Public Li- 
brary, Nampa Public Library, 
Burley Public Library, Grace Dis- 
trict Library, Madison County Li- 
brary, Lost River Community Li- 
brary, Harrison Public Library, 
Osburn Public Library, and the 
Wallace Publie Library. 

The future of our public libra- 
ries now can be said to reflect the 
immediate past, an increasing num- 
ber of new libraries established in 
our state and a fuller relationship 
between our local libraries and the 
State Library. To achieve good li- 
brary service, all levels of interest 
must and are combining to do the 
job—federal, state, and local. 


Idaho Public Libraries, 


Taxes, and the Tax Base 
Dr. ROBERT CAMPBELL 


EDITOR’S FOREWORD 

The Idaho State Library, in the 
spring of 1960, asked Dr. Robert 
Campbell, Associate Professor of 
Economics of the University of 
Oregon to prepare a report upon 


the economic support of Idaho’s 
public libraries, similar to the 
study he performed upon public li- 
brary finances for all of the states 
of the Pacific Northwest in -1958 
(appearing as the chapter “Pub- 
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lie Library Finance” in PNLA Li- 
brary Development Project Re- 
ports, PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF 
THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST). 
In the present paper Dr. Campbell 
has limited his attention, except 
for purposes of comparison, to the 
public finance of Idaho’s public 
libraries. 

Unfortunately, the usual lag in 
the availability of library statis- 
tics and the difficulty of collecting 
statistics from many small units 
has required that he base his study 
upon the reporting years 1956- 
1958. We have no reason to believe 
in presenting this report, that the 
statistics contained in the present 
biennial report would substantially 
alter his conclusions. 

THE EDITOR 

This brief note is an attempt to 
continue the type of analysis be- 
gun with the Library Development 


’ Project of the Pacific Northwest 


Library Association. As such, it is 
subject to the limitations of that 
earlier study. Prominent among 
those limitations is the fact that 
grouping library service and fin- 
ance by counties nearly always 
prevents the evaluation of any par- 
ticular library. Set against this, 
however, is the fact that such an 
approach may give a truer picture 
of the status of libraries relative 
to the entire potential library pub- 
lic." 

Because of the lag involved in 
the availability of public finance 
data, it will be possible to carry 
the analysis through 1958 only, al- 
though some hints regarding 1959 
developments can be made. This 
restricts us to a picture of changes 
over the two-year period 1956-1958. 
What has happened and what can 
be said about the claims of library 
service on the tax dollar and in- 
come in Idaho? 


For the libraries themselves, re- 
ported circulation went up from 
1,320,253 to 1,499,351; bookstock 
from 580,297 to 716,186 and cur- 
rent expenditures from $249,938 to 
$422,649. But before we can inter- 
pret this data two deficiencies must 
be noted. First, there were libra- 
ies in existence in both years which 
reported for one year and not for 
the other. It is encouraging that 
1958 provided the more complete 
report, yet such a development 
makes the progress seem more 
rapid than it really was. Second, 
we much remember that the popu- 
lation to be served was rising. If 
we adjust the 1958 figures down- 
ward to make them more compar- 
able with 1956 and then reduce 
them to a per-capita basis, we ob- 
tain the following comparisons: 


1956 1958 % Increase 
Circulation 


per-capita ..... 2.01 2.12 5.5 
Bookstock 

per-capita ..... 0.88 0.96 9.1 
Expenditure 

per-capita ..... $0.53 $0.58 9.4 


1See volume I of the Repert of that proj- 
ect (Seattle, University of Washington 
Press, 1960), The reader is also referred to 
that source for a detailed description of 
the various sources of data used in this 
paper, In every case, the compilations 
pe ae here are based upon identical types 
ata. 


While some progress had been 
made by 1958, and more has been 
made since, compare the averages 
for the Pacific Northwest region in 
1956: Circulation per-capita, 4.24; 
bookstock per-capita, 1.24; expendi- 
ture per-capita, $1.29. It is clear 
that much more progress is needed 
in order to even approach the aver- 
age level of service in the region— 
an average which has also improv- 
ed since 1956. As a partial indica- 
tion of what has been going on 
in the rest of the area, Oregon ex- 
perienced, over the same period, 
increases of 18.5% in circulation, 
5.8% in bookstock, and 9.3% in 


expenditure, all on a _ per-capita 
basis. But how is this improvement 
to be accomplished? Since the orig- 
inal study was made the Federal 
Library Services Act has gone into 
operation, leading to state grants 
and reducing some of the pressure 
on the local property tax. In ad- 
dition the Idaho Statute permitting 
the formation of special taxing dis- 
tricts for the support of libraries 
has begun to operate. An examina- 
tion of the data for 1958 (or even 
1959) indicates, however, that both 
Federal-State and local district 
funds were a comparatively insig- 
nificant part of the total. The im- 
pact of such funds is reflected in 
the fact that increases in the three 
counties affected between 1956 and 
1958 amounted to between $8000 
and $9000 only. Furthermore, sig- 
nificant impact on circulation did 
not materialize until 1959 and then 
in only one of the three counties, 
(Boundary County, where the level 
reached still fell short of the 1956 
average for the region.) 


We may conclude that an exam- 
ination of developments with re- 
spect to the local property tax can, 
for the period under study, provide 
the best measure of the library rev- 
enue situation. Between 1956 and 
1958 total local property taxes (net 
of the State levy) rose from $45,- 
961,032 to $51,825,393, while, if 
school taxes are deducted, the re- 
maining total levies for county, 
city, and special district purposes 
went up from $18,774,771 to $21,- 
726,837. On a per-capita basis the 
changes were as follows: 


1956 1958 % Increase 
Total local levies ....$70 $76 8.6 
Net local levies ..... 29 32 10.3 
Local school levies .. 41 44 7.3 


In 1956 total local levies in 
Idaho were slightly more than the 
average for the Pacific Northwest 


region while the figure net of 
school taxes was somewhat less 
(the regional averages were $68 
and $33, respectively). There is 
little reason to expect that the rel- 
ative position of the state has 
changed much since then. 


Before we can combine our data 
for some simple analysis we need 
one additional bit of information: 
what has been happening to the 
tax base or the “ability to pay” in 
Idaho? The indicator most relevant 
to actual tax levies is the total 
taxable value of property. On the 
other hand, most students of pub- 
lic finance agree that some meas- 
ure of income is a more signif- 
icant indication of tax paying 
ability. Two such measures were 
used in the i956 study: State 
Personal Income (from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce) and ef- 
fective Buying Income (estimated 
by Sales Management Magazine). 
The latter estimate makes some 
adjustment for taxes (overwhelm- 
ingly the Federal personal income 
tax) and also permits county-by- 
county comparisons. The 1956- 
1958 changes in these measures, 
again on a per-capita basis were: 


1956 1958 % Increase 
Taxable value 


of property ..... $ 915 $ 930 1.6 
State 

Personal Income 1587 
Effective Buying 

1306 1470 12.6 


1652 4.1 


It is now possible to assemble 
this information and to propose 
some generalizations about the 
relative effectiveness of the pub- 
lic libraries in achieving tax sup- 
port. After this has been done, 
the paper will be concluded with 
some general remarks on the prob- 
lem of financing local government 
services. 


What happened to the relative 
burden of local finance between 
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1956 and 1958? To answer this 
we can calculate local tax levies 
as a percentage of our measures 
of the tax base. 


Total Net 
Local Levies Local Levies 


1956 1958 1956 1958 

As % of: 
Taxable property 

ep 1.1% 8.2% 3.2% 3.4% 
State Personal 

44 4.6 1.8 1.9 
Effective buying 

are 5.4 62 2.2 2.2 


Notice that one’s conclusion de- 
pends largely on what measure one 
chooses. The one clear, but hardly 
surprising, conclusion seems to be 
that property valuation lags sig- 
nificantly behind income. But what 
of library finance? How has it 
behaved, both relative to tax levies 
and the tax base? 


Library Expenditures Adjusted 


1956 1958 
As a %&% of: 
Taxable property 
0.058% 0.062% 


(equal to 0.6 mill levy) 
State Personal 


Effective buying 
Total local 

Net local 


Notice that only when compared 
with property valuation did li- 
brary expenditure show an appre- 
ciable relative increase; neither 
as a share of the tax dollar nor as 
a share of income did library ex- 
penditure per-capita appear to 
have risen relatively. In other 
words whether viewed as compet- 
ing for the consumer dollar or 
for the tax dollar, Idaho libraries 
merely held their own between 
1956 and 1958. One is reminded 
of Alice’s problem of running in 
order to stay in the same place. 
Quantitatively, for every dollar 
of local property taxes raised in 
1958, 7.6 mills were spent on li- 
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brary service. This compared with 
58 cents for local school support 
and with 19 mills for the entire 
region in 1956. The income data is 
particularly interesting. For every 
$100 of income received in Idaho, 
only between 3 and 4 cents went 
to expenditure on library service 
during 1958. By county this ranged 
from nothing up to a maximum of 
a little more than 8 cents, based 
upon Effective Buying Income. 
While the income level prevail- 
ing in a county seemed to have 
influence on its willingness to tax 
for local services, including its 
public libraries, the relationship 
was by no means clearcut. Thus, 
if we examine the 13 counties with 
per-capita buying income in excess 
of the state average in 1958, we 
find: In only 4 did the burden, 
relative to income, of net local 
levies exceed the state average; 
in only 5 did library circulation 
per-capita exceed the state av- 
erage; and in only 7 did library 
expenditures per capita exceed the 
state average. Two cf the coun- 
ties reported no library service at 
all. It is true that-4 out of the 6 
counties with per-capita circula- 
tion above 3.0 were in this group 
(all of them with populations at 
least twice the state average) but 
none of them reached the 1956 
regional average or even ap- 
proached halfway to the levels at- 
tained in the better county or re- 
gional systems in the other areas 
of the Northwest. In Washington, 
for example, 24 of the 39 coun- 
ties reported per-capita circula- 
tions above 3.0; 16 of them above 
5.0. While some of the larger 
Idaho counties contained a good 
municipal library, the absence of 
rural service diluted their circu- 
lation figures, while in Washing- 
ton the existence of county and 
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regional systems of adequate size 
and financing led the predom- 
inantly rural or combined urban- 
rural counties to attain higher 
circulations than the counties with 
the very large municipal libraries. 
In Idaho, the counties with small 
rural library districts having the 
longest experience show some prog- 
ress but, as noted earlier, only 
one had either expenditure or cir- 
culation per-capita significantly 
above the averages, even by 1959. 

Idaho libraries, in general, seem 
to have changed their relative stat- 
us—both in terms of service and 
finance—but little in the 1956 to 
1958 period. How can this failure 
to improve be explained—partic- 
ularly in view of new provisions 
for both local and State-Federal 
support? In part it is a matter 
of timing—the new financing ar- 
rangements have not been assim- 
ilated—and in part it is a matter 
of a lack of preparation for them. 
Yet it would not be an exaggera- 
tion to say that the financial dilem- 
ma cf the public library is a part 
of the much larger contemporary 
dilemma of local government fi- 
nance as a whole. Dependence on 
the property tax had led to a rise 
in the level of that tax, since the 
war, at a rate much greater than 
that for either State or Federal 
taxes. While the financial demands 
of libraries—even adequate ones— 
seem modest in the light of total 
government claims on income, li- 
braries are perhaps the innocent 
victims of a massive revolt against 
rising local taxes. For those con- 
cerned with the level and quality 
of public services this revolt poses 
a most difficult question — one 
which we cannot pretend to an- 
swer here: Are we facing a basic 
reaction against any further in- 
creases in such services or are we 
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merely involved in a technical and 
presumably surmountable difficul- 
ty arising from the inequity and 
inefficiency of local finance through 
the property tax? The answer to 
this question transcends concern 
for Idaho and Idaho libraries. The 
pattern repeats itself time and 
again: in other states; in connec- 
tion with other public services. 
There are a variety of ways in 
which we might seek to find an 
answer to this question as it bears 
on public libraries. Basic is the 
need for more vigorous community 
and professional leadership. Can 
we be sure that the public isn’t 
willing to spend more for better 
libraries when the potential li- 
brary dollar must be bid away from 
an almost infinite variety of ag- 
gressively and skillfully promoted 
competing goods by means of poor- 
ly organized, amateurish cam- 
paigns? We might be tempted to 
add that such campaigns are weak- 
ened by being forced into the 
straitjacket of property tax financ- 
ing if it were not for the fact that 
the local opposition to grants and 
shared revenue programs is, if 
anything, even more _ vigorous. 
Moreover, people connected with 
public libraries are put to a severe 
test on a matter that is at least 
capable of analytic separation from 
the question of more money—the 
problem of reorganization and 
integration of libraries into larger 
and more effective units and sys- 
tems of units. Here we are dealing 
with a question which is not in- 
trinsically one of more dollars 
but one of more efficiently mobiliz- 
ing the dollars we already have. 
And it is a question which the 
practicing librarian will find in- 
creasingly difficult to shift entirely 
to the citizen-voter. State libraries 
and library organizations, too, 
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must keep this need constantly in 
view, for almost without excep- 
tion serious studies of the prob- 
lems of library finance point to 
organization on a larger scale as 
the single most important circum- 
stance affecting the quality of li- 
brary service. Here the librarian, 
alone or through his organizations, 
can most clearly take the lead. Not 
only must this leadership be 
exerted on the local and state 
level but its force could be magni- 
fied if, on the federal level, the 
concept of grants for the forma- 
tion of integrated library systems 
regardless of their “rural” or 
“urban” character could be written 
into law. 

At the time the original material 
for the PNLA study was written, 
the writer was inclined to be 
mildly optimistic about the finan- 
cial and organizational problems 
of public libraries—given a desire 
for improvement by library people 
and the public. When his optimism 
tends to wane as he sees election 
after election fail both in his own 
and other states, he can sometimes 
avoid the strong temptation to 
blame “the system” by remember- 
ing what has been done in Wash- 
ington and what occasionally gets 
done, even in his own State of 
Oregon. Where leadership — both 
in and out of the library—exists, 
and where it can mobilize local 
opinion, the job can be started. 


Improvements in revenue methods, 
which are bound to come even- 
tually, can help, but they too need 
leadership. In this problem the li- 
brarian must stand or fall with 
all the departments of local and 
state government. 

What then can library people 
do to help solve their financial 
problems? The following list, with 
which this paper will conclude, 
is a summary: 


A. They must be willing to ac- 
cept, and to work for, integration 
and coordination of library service 
on a larger and larger scale. 


B. They must understand their 
local property tax laws and work 
to get what they can through 
them while, at the same time, 
joining with others to develop 
more state collected but locally 
shared sources. 


C. They must work for and 
support expanded extension ac- 
tivities and integration grants 
through their State Library. 


D. They must work with their 
colleagues for the liberalization of 
the Library Services Act so that 
it can make the above measures 
more effective. 


E. They must, above all, want 
these things badly enough to work 
hard for them and to get others, 
in their community, to work with 
them. 


A New Idaho Library Wins a New 
National Award 


A national award for outstand- 
ing effort in the creation of library 
service in a small community came 
to a new Idaho Library in the 
spring of 1960. Early in February, 
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1960, Henry Drennan, Idaho 
State Librarian, learned at the 
national convention of the Amer- 
ican Library Association that the 
Nez Perce County Free Library 


. 


“Children Still Enjoy Stories” 


District was one cf the ten li- 
braries scheduled to receive the 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award. 
The Nez Perce County District 
Library began to serve the pre- 
vious February (1959) all of Nez 
Perce County with the exception 
of the City of Lewiston. Federal 
matching funds were available 
from the State Library for the 
establishment of the library and 
the State Library staff worked in 
Lewiston Orchards with Miss 
Edythe Sampson, Librarian, in the 
beginning operations of the li- 
brary. The State Library book- 
mobile served in Nez Perce Coun- 
ty (and later in Latah County) 
to distribute books. 

The directors of the Book-of- 
the-Month Club established the Dor- 
othy Canfield Fisher Award in 
honor of Mrs. Fisher, author and 
longtime editorial adviser of the 
Club. The first award, given after 
Mrs. Fisher’s death, was granted, 
appropriately, to the Martha Can- 
field Fisher Library in Arlington, 
Vermont, her native village and 
lifelong home. In 1960, the second 
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year of the grant of the award, 
the Directors gave it to the na- 
tion, choosing ten smaller libraries 
in our country whose Boards of 
Trustees and libraries had made 
outstanding efforts in improving 
community library service. 

Mrs. Len Jordan represented 
the Idaho State Library Board on 
the sunny Sunday April afternoon 
when the Reverend Paul Hovey of 
Lewiston presented the one thou- 
sand dollar award at the Orchards 
Methodist Church to Mrs. C. Wal- 
lace Meckstroth, Chairman of the 
Board. Well wishers crowded the 
church to witness the presentation 
and introductions performed by 
State Senator Howard Hechtner 
of Nez Perce County. We are 
proud that an Idaho library won 
a national award and the State 
Library helped in the establish- 
ment of the new district library, 
but proudest of all that local, state 
and national cooperation has given 
fuller opportunity for our libraries 
to reach the citizens and children 
of Nez Perce County. 
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OUR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Reading Up—Borrowers Up—and Finances Down 


IDAHO’S PUBLIC LIBRARIES ENTER A NEW DECADE 


By HENRY T. DRENNAN, IDAHO STATE LIBRARIAN 


The publication of preliminary 
census tables for 1960 ailows a 
more accurate summary of public 
library progress in our state than 
was possible in 1959. During the 
final five years of the fifties there 
have been important additions to 
our public library ranks — nine 
new district libraries have been 
formed under the Library District 
Enabling Act, with financial as- 
sistance from the State Library. 
From the vantage point of a de- 
cennial year one can examine not 
only the appearance of this new 
factor on our library scene, but 
the evolution of all of our public 
libraries. One can examine our 
progress and question our mode of 
development. 


AN INCREASE IN 
LIBRARY PATRONS 
The most dramatic develop- 
ment has been the increase in the 
number of our citizens who now 
have library service available to 
them. The growth of our state in 
the past ten years has meant, of 
course, an increase in the num- 
bers of persons who might borrow 
from their local established li- 
braries but the creation of new 
district libraries has made service 
free to 75,482 more residents who 
could not have had it without 
these new libraries. 


A DECREASE IN 
BOOKS AVAILABLE IN 
LOCAL LIBRARIES 

If the new district libraries 
have significantly increased the 
availability of library service to 
our residents, they have, however, 
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not departed from the character- 
istic norms of our public libraries. 
Whether our averages are for new 
district libraries or for longtime 
municipal libraries, the public li- 
brary scene in Idaho reflects a 
service barely abreast of our pop- 
ulation growth in some aspects and 
seriously deteriorating in other 
aspects. Thus, in books available 
to our citizens from public li- 
braries, there has been a 3% 
growth in number of volumes pur- 
chased in the past year. But this 
represents a relative decline with 
the average number of books avail- 
able to each user (2.48 in 1959 and 
2.08 in 1960). Unless there are 
significant increases for the pur- 
chase of books at the local level in 
the coming year, one can surmise 
that there will be even fewer total 
volumes available per user in 1961. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 
EXPENDITURES REMAIN 
STATIC 

The expenditures for public li- 
braries in our state remained the 
same for both 1959 and 1960, with 
the expenditures at $1.39 per cap- 
ita—a figure that must cover all 
costs: books, personal services, 
supplies, and capital expenditures. 


MORE BOOKS BEING READ 

Book reading in public libraries 
is up ten per cent in the past year 
despite the book supply failing to 
keep up with use. Total books 
borrowed were 1,824,595, an in- 
crease of 190,608 volumes over 
1959. In 1959 Idahoans borrowed 
4.6 per capita; in 1960 they bor- 
rowed 4.9 per capita. 
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MORE AVAILABILITY 


OF SERVICES 

There has been a general, sig- 
nificant improvement in the hours 
that libraries operate in the re- 
porting year of 1960. The improve- 
ment towards more hours of use 
for library patrons is an import- 
ant one, for there is a direct cor- 
relation between the use of li- 
braries and the number of hours 
open to the public and the volume 
of use by the public. The problem 
of persuading libraries to keep 
longer hours and more numerous 
open periods is directly related to 
our problem of smaller units with 
inadequate resources. No matter 
how good 2 book collection is, it is 
worth nothing as long as the li- 
brary is closed. In 1959 all Idaho 
libraries averaged 23 hours a week 
of hours open to the public—in 
1960 the average had reached 30 
hours a week. 


BOOKMOBILE STOPS—A NEW 
SECTOR OF SERVICE 

Another significant increase in 
the availability of use of public 
libraries has been the impact of 
mobile units. Three bookmobiles 
are now operating in the State. 
There are bookmobile operations 
in Nez Perce County, Latah Coun- 
ty, Ada County, and the Portneuf 
Library District in Bannock Coun- 
ty. Although the Ada County 
operation does not come properly 
within this reporting year we 
can note its 57 stops in the 
county, bringing the total of 
bookmobile distribution stops to 
147 in the state. There were 
none five years ago. 


ANNUAL TOTAL 

EXPENDITURES 
Expenditures for library service 
have increased over 1959. The total 
of all public library expenditures 


for 1960 is 554,716, an increase 
over the figure for 1959 ($487,- 
407) of $67,309. This represents a 
gain of 13.8% in a year. However, 
the increase as noted above has not 
kept pace with the growth in the 
library population—average unit 
revenues per user have dropped. 


EXPENDITURES BY 
TYPES OF LIBRARIES 


We have mentioned previously 
that the establishement of library 
districts has brought library serv- 
ice to many more library users in 
our state. However, district li- 
braries have failed to increase 
significantly the quality of library 
service. With a few exceptions, 
district libraries were including a 
large number of residents of the 
urban sprawl (Nez Perce County 
and Portneuf District) tend to 
maintain expenditures at the same 
rate as their neighbor municipal 
libraries. District libraries whose 
location makes them more rural 
tend to maintain expenditure 
schedule (along with other factors 
—hours, bookstock, etc.) that are 
similar to the expenditures of li- 
braries of smaller towns and vil- 
lages. 

There is, however, an important 
exception in the matter of form 
of library organization at the op- 
erations level and that is the school 
district library. The schocl dis- 
trict library in Idaho is a public 
library, tax-supported, with school 
district boundaries and whose li- 
brary board is appointed by the 
local school board. For several 
years such libraries have consis- 
tently expended sums per capita 
above those available or scheduled 
by public libraries or district li- 
braries. The average per capita 
expenditure for four school dis- 
trict libraries is $4.64. The average 
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for all public libraries is the State 
of Idaho is $1.39 per capita. The 
fact that the operating board for 
school district libraries is appoint- 
ed by the school board, rather than 
a separately elected library board, 
may explain this disparity in part. 


THE OPERATIONS OF PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES BY SIZE OF 
POPULATION SERVED 


Characteristically, a small num- 
ber of libraries serve a large part 
of our population, and a large 
number of libraries serve a smaller 
proportion of our population. This 
situation prevails in Idaho as else- 
where in the United States. The 
desire to consolidate services for 
economy of operation has not made 
significant advances in our state. 
Yet it can be said that the pros- 
pect of a system of libraries en- 
joying economy of operation and 
greater resources for borrowers 
is actually close. 

Twelve libraries serving popu- 
lations from over 25,000 to as low 
as 10,000 serve 60% of our per- 
sons with local library service. 
Sixty-six libraries, serving popu- 
lations below 10,000 persons, serve 
40% of our local library users. 
There is here a slight trend te 
consolidation of services. Last year 
54% of our library users were in 
this category of deriving service 
from larger libraries, this year 
60% of our population is within 
that bracket. 

Although twelve libraries serve 
the major share of Idaho’s library 
users, we should not be too san- 
guine about their resources to per- 
form their function. Not one of 
the twelve is able to expend the 
minimum amount for library serv- 
ice per borrower of $2.50 postu- 
lated by the American Library 
Association fifteen years ago—a 
figure since withdrawn and re- 
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placed by new standards. Idaho’s 
larger public libraries have not 
yet met an outmoded standard 
fifteen years after its formulation 
and three years after its demise. 

Seventy-five of Idaho’s public li- 
braries have an annual average ex- 
penditure per borrower of less than 
$1.50—about half the book-price. 

Although recent figures are not 
available for the Pacific North- 
west as a whole, averages com- 
piled in 1956 may be compared 
with Idaho’s average statistics 
four years later. The figures used as 
a base, for the Pacific Northwest 
and in this case for Idaho, the total 
state population rather than the 
total population within library or- 
ganizations. 


Pacific 
Northwest Idaho 
(1956) (1960) 
Circulation per capita $4.24 $3.30 
Bookstock per capita 1.24 1.24 
Expenditure per capita 1.29 83 


The table indicates that Idaho’s 
public library effort is still far 
short of averages obtained in the 
Pacific Northwest four years, ago. 

In summary we can state that 
Idaho’s public libraries through 
population growth -and the estab- 
lishment of new libraries have 
succeeded in making available li- 
brary service to a greater number 
of persons. But that in the indices 
of service, books available, and 
financial resources, they have neith-~ 
er overcome past inadequacies nor 
beer able to meet present prob- 
lems. More Idahoans are reading 
more books than ever before, but 
the resources available to them 
are less than ever before. Idaho’s 
libraries, library board members, 
and citizens can work harder to 
bring services into balance with 
levels of use, but without a govern- 
mental solution in terms of rev- 
enues, it is unlikely that the gap 
will be crossed. 


Bringing Books to the Last Metropolitan County of the 
Pacific Northwest Without County Library Service 


The Ada County Demonstration 


By Mrs. FRANCES FENSKE, Assistant Extension Librarian 
Idaho State Library 


Mrs. Rachel Fenske, Assistant Extension Librarian of the Idaho 
State Library, observes here the largest library service operation in the 
State of Idaho, The Ada County Library Demonstration, bringing library 
service to 57,578 Ada County residents and amplified library service to 
the residents of Boise City and Meridian. The demonstration, after a 
one year trial will allow county residents to choose by election whether 
or not they desire continued library service.......... the Editor. 


In November 1959, John S. 
Richards, librarian emeritus of the 
Seattle Public Library, conduct- 
ed a survey sponsored jointly by 
the Boise Public Library and the 
Idako State Library. The objectives 
of the survey were two-fold: First 
to determine the adequacy of the 
Boise Public Library to serve the 
City of Boise, and second to deter- 
mine the feasibility of extending 
the service to Ada County. Con- 
sidering the basis for presenting 
recommendations in his survey. 
Mr. Richards noted that the Boise 
Public Library endeavored to serve 
a city of thirty-five thousand with 
a building constructed in the early 
years of the century and designed 
to serve a much smaller popula- 
tion. 

Importantly enough, Mr. Rich- schools, and isolated individuals. 
ards noted that three library units Examining the use of the three 
were partially serving Ada County units by Ada County residents, 
residents, but without any tax re- Mr. Richards discovered that the 
compense from Ada County for use was minimal considering the 
such services; Boise Public Li- potential number of persons who 
brary, Meridian Public Library would be library patrons if they 
and the Idaho State Library. More- had their own local library freely 
over, such services were incident- available. A study made of li- 
al to their own concern—library brary patrons from Ada County, 
service for their own residents or, regularly borrowing from the three 
in the case of the State Library, existent units (Boise Public Li- 
service statewide to libraries, brary, Meridian Public Library, 
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and the Idaho State Library), 
found that only nine percent of the 
county population were getting li- 
brary service from these three li- 
braries. However, Mr. Richards, 
pointed out that in the average 
American community, thirty-three 
percent of the population are reg- 
ular library users. In the City of 
Boise it is, in fact, much higher 
than that (65%)—almost double. 
Yet in the Boise Metropolitan Area 
over half the population were us- 
ing library facilities heavily on the 
other hand, while across the city 
limits, only nine percent of the 
citizens were making use of the 
three existing facilities—facilities 
not designed or financed for their 
use. Clearly the citizens of Boise 
could not be so different in their 
tastes, intellectual orientation or 
educational needs than other citi- 
zens one, two, or ten miles away. 


_The difference, Mr. Richards de- 


termined, was in the lack of facil- 
ities designed for, and available 
to, Ada County residents. 
’ Prior to the survey a citizens’ 
group under the chairmanship of 
Mrs. George Tonkin and later Mrs. 
John P. Young, had been concerned 
with finding some answer to the 
problem of libraries for county res- 
idents. Using the interest aroused 
by the survey and the facts made 
available by its presentation, the 
Ada County Friends of the Library 
asked the Idaho State Library 
Board to study the implications of 
Mr. Richards’ survey statement, 
“Not only will an integrated li- 
brary program provide an equality 
of service to all the citizens of 
greater Boise, but it will also make 
possible an enlarged program bad- 
ly needed by the entire commu- 
nity.” 

The Idaho State Library Board, 
after a study of the Richards’ sur- 
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vey and a meeting with the sur- 
veyor, approached the Boise Public 
Library Board and the Boise City 
Council with the proposal that li- 
brary service be extended from the 
Boise Public Library to all county 
residents through the assistance 
of funds, personnel and equipment 
from the Idaho State Library. The 
proposal stipulated that the op- 
eration should be a one-year dem- 
onstration of integrated library 
service, to be terminated by an 
election, allowing the county elec- 
torate to choose to continue the 
service on a local tax-supported 
basis. 

Planning for the demonstration 
began in December, between the 
staff of the Boise Public Library 
and the Idaho State Library. Serv- 
ice, the librarians decided, would 
be given from the Boise Public Li- 
brary fréely to any patron, wheth- 
er from Boise City or the county 
and service would be extended 
physically by means of a bookmo- 
bile to be purchased by the State 
Library and loaned to the Ada 
County Demonstration. Early plan- 
ning also considered establishing 
a branch library in the Bench 
area for the demonstration year, 
but available funds could not be 
made to stretch that far. 

The Idaho State library pro- 
posed to advance $32,500 in fed- 
eral assistance funds to the Boise 
Pubiic Library, to loan a three 
thousand volume capacity bookmo- 
bile to the operation, to loan up to 
30,000 books as needed and to pro- 
vide the personal services of a 
librarian skilled in organizing such 
an operation. The Boise Public Li- 
brary agreed to make available its 
present facilities to provide space 
for the headquarters, to make 
freely available the book collection 
of the library (the largest public 
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library collection in the state) to 
county residents without payment 
of the five dollar non-resident fee, 
and to employ its personnel in 
meeting the increased patronage. 

The Idaho State Library Board, 
the Boise City Council and the 
Boise Public Library Board mu- 
tually agreed upon the terms of 
the contract and on May 15, 1960, 
the operation began. At the same 
time, the Meridian Public Library 
Board and the Meridian City Coun- 
cil joined the demonstration under 
terms similar to those agreed upon 
by Boise and the State Library 
Board. 

Preliminary bookmobile opera- 
tions began in May on a route 
planned by Mrs. Rachel Fenske, 
Demonstration Coordinator, and 
Miss Marion Bingham, Boise Pub- 
lic Librarian. Staff members join- 
ing the demonstration were Mrs. 
Gladys Skinner, formerly of Texas, 
as Bookmobile Librarian; Miss 
Martha Wilcox, formerly Chil- 
dren’s Librarian of Caldwell, as 
Assistant; and Edward Nelson of 
Boise as Clerk-driver. Initially, 
thirty-five bookmobile stops were 
set up in the summer schedule for 
the bookmobile’s regular route. 
However, the demand for service 
has increased the number of regu- 
larly scheduled visits to fifty-seven 
bi-monthly and monthly stops at 
present. 

During the first five months of 
the demonstration, a thousand new 
borrowers a menth have joined the 
library demonstration, either as 
borrowers from the bookmobile, or 
as borrowers from the Boise Public 
Library. In that period the use of 
the library has jumped dramat- 
ically—more than twenty percent. 

Six months of the demonstration 
period now remain—in the first 
week in April the Ada County 
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Friends of the Library hope to 
hold an election in the county 
(Boise and Meridian citizens do 
not vote) that will allow the serv- 
ice to continue upon a permanent 
basis. 

The first phase of the demon- 
stration is now completed. Free 
library cards are being issued to 
Ada County residents outside the 
Boise City limits, county residents 
may use the Meridian Library 
whose collection has been ampli- 
fied by State Library books and 
whose premises have been im- 
proved, and the bookmobile is mak- 
ing many stops, both in Boise and 
Meridian, and in Ada County. 
Seventy-six percent of the bookmo- 
bile’s use is in the county. The 
bookmobile is in actuality an ex- 
tension department or community 
branch of the Boise Public Li- 
brary. The response in Ada County 
has been decisive. Public accep- 
tance has been good in 1960. The 
Idaho Daily Statesman had this 
to. 

“Despite America’s relatively 
high literacy rate, sizeable portions 
of the population are without the 
advantage of easily accessible li- 
brary facilities. It is estimated 
that in Idaho at least 50 percent of 
the reading public is provided with 
no adequate community or rural 
library service. In Ada County 
steps have been taken to alleviate 
this deficiency. The bookmobile 
demonstration, a joint project of 
the State and Boise Public Librar- 
ies, has elicited an impressive re- 
sponse in the first two and one-half 
months of its operation. 

“Since this county-wide program 
was initiated in the middle of May, 
the bookmobile has operated five 
days a week on a flexible route 
which includes as many as 48 stops 
both inside and outside Boise prop- 
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er. At the end of July, 2,671 new 
applications for library cards had 
been received on the mobile unit 
and from non-city residents at the 
central library. In one shopping 
center an average of 134 books per 
half-hour stop have been checked 
out from the traveling library. On 
several occasions it has been nec- 
esary to rush extra books from the 
main library to the bookmobile be- 
cause of the day’s heavy demand. 

“The cooperation of the city and 
state library authorities has been 
both effective and sensible. Through 
the State Library Board federal 
funds were obtained to buy the 
bookmobile books and to pay the 
staff —an expensive proposition. 
The Boise Public Library admin- 
isters the project. Presently the 
mobile library offers about 10,000 
volumes and is aiming at building 
the collection to 15,000 in the near 
future. In addition it provides a 
modest reference service and en- 
courages the phoning of any re- 
quests to the central library. 

“In an age in which it is cus- 
tomary for state and local agencies 
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to behave as rivals, it is pleasant 
to see what can be done when the 
two agree to work together. The 
planners of the bookmobile project 
wisely decided to pay no attention 
to arbitrary city-county lines in 
scheduling routes. 

“The current federally financed 
experiment will continue through 
next spring. A county election will 
be held in March to determine 
whether or not the program should 
continue permanently with local 
monetary backing. The results of 
the demonstration thus far have 
indicated that there is considerable 
demand on the mobile service. Li- 
brary privilege is one of the areas 
of public welfare in which a broad- 
er program was definitely needed. 
There is no reason why the people 
in Star or Kuna should have to 
drive all the way into Boise to 
get bocks they want to read. The 
experiment has gone forward 
quietly but successfully. We are 
happy to see this progress and 
are sure that the citizens wil con- 
tinue to respond to the bookmobile 
with enthusiasm.” 
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THE PUBLIC SERVICES 


of the 


IDAHO STATE LIBRARY 


By Miss MILDRED SELBY, Public Services Librarian 


and 


Mrs. EpDITH G. ROBINSON, Supervisor of the Traveling Library 


Answering the questions of 
Idaho residents and Idaho libraries 
for information does not just in- 
volve the shipment of books to our 
borrowers, but a choice of the right 
book for the patron. Requests come 
to our library from residents all 
over the state—a doctor in Sun 
Valley wants material for an essay 
upon the history of surgery; a 
high school teacher in Bonners 
Ferry wants the latest books on 
biology for her students because 
of the new emphasis upon science 
in our school curriculum. 

Day in, day out the requests 
come in for materials and infor- 
mation. To fill these requests, the 


State Library has purchased each 
year, in the past four years, ten 
thousand volumes. Given the con- 
tinued rate of growth, the State Li- 


brary will have increased itself 
by 100% in terms of book holdings 
in a few short years. Every two 
months we issue a list of our new 
purchases and as regularly as we 
mail these lists, we can anticipate 
requests for the new books upon 
them. 

Our new books are upon all the 
fields of human knowledge, but 


they are purchased with the needs 
of our state particularly in mind. 
Not only are we buying many chil- 
dren’s books and books for the 
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homemaker, but we purchase reg- 
ularly such books as Beet Sugar 
Economics, Beef Production and, 
most modern of all, the complete 
set of the United Nations Seminar 
on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic 
Energy. The State Library is 
building, too, a strong collection 
on geriatrics and the problems of 
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retirement. Acting in cooperation 
with the Governor’s Commission 
on the Aging, we are building an 
informational resource in_ this 
field. 

The Idaho State Library, in its 
book collection, is becoming a 
strong educational, informational, 
and cultural resource of our state. 
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CITY, TOWN, COUNTY AND DISTRICT PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
AND CHIEF LIBRARIANS 


Arco (Butte County Library) ................... Mrs. Lillie L. Gaumer 
Bear Lake County Library (Montpelier) .............. Vivienne Dimick 
Blackfoot (Edna Gillespie Library) ................. Mrs. Ava Barnes 
Boundary County Free Library (Bonners Ferry) ..... Mrs. S. O. Collins 
Clearwater Memorial Public Library 

Mrs. Chilton and Mrs. A. Frost 
Council Valley Free Library District ................ Mrs. Eunice Finn 
Grace Free Library District ................... Mrs. Alice T. Sorensen 
Ketchum-Sun Valley (Ketchum) ................. Mrs. Lucille Conley 
Latah County Free Library (Moscow) ........... Mrs. Kenneth E. Bell 
Madison County Free Library (Rexburg) .......... Mrs. Anna Craven 
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Nez Perce County Free Library ............... Miss Edythe Sampson 
Oneida County Free Library (Malad City) .......... Mrs. Arthur Tew 
Paris (Branch Bear Lake County Library) ....... Mrs. Fern Wallentine 
Portneuf Free Library District (Alameda) ......... Mrs. Jean DeBoer 
Rupert (Demary Memorial Library) ............... Mrs. Mayme West 
Snake River Library District (Moreland) .... Mrs. Thelma Christiansen 
Mrs. Ella Benscoter and Mrs. Ellen Nilson 


Idaho State Library Personnel Directory 


Mr. Henry T. Drennan, Idaho State Librarian 

Mrs. Rachel Fenske, Assistant Extension Librarian 
Miss Mildred Selby, Public Services Librarian 

Mrs. Edith G. Robinson, Circulation Librarian 
Mrs. Edith Anderton, Circulation Librarian 

Miss Rose Coventry, Cataloger 

Mrs. Eleanor Olson, Coordinator, Processing Center 
Mrs. Maxine Maloney, Secretary 

Mrs. Betty Davis, Bookkeeper 

Mrs. Pauline Edmison, Library Assistant 

Mrs, Betty Huffer, Library Assistant 

Mrs. Hazel Nelson, Library Assistant 

Miss Judy Miller, Mending Clerk 

Mr. Eugene Burkhardt, Shipping Clerk 

Mr. Rolf Sutschkow, Shipping Clerk 
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IDAHO COMMUNITIES SERVED BY PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


(An Arrangement by Counties) 


DA 

Bookmobile Stops, 57 
Boise 

Meridian 


ADAMS 
Council 


BANNOCK 
Bookmobile Stops, 56 
Pocatello 
Portneuf Free 

Library Dist. 


BEAR LAKE 
Montpelier 
Paris Branch 


BENEWAH 
St. Maries 


BINGHAM 
Aberdeen 
Blackfoot 
Moreland 


BLAINE 
Bellevue 
Hailey 
Ketchum 


BOISE 
Horseshoe Bend 


BONNER 
Priest River 
Sandpoint 


BONNEVILLE 
Idaho Falls 


BOUNDARY 
Bonners Ferry 


BUTTE 
Arco 


CANYON 
Caldwell 
Middleton 
Nampa 
Notus 
Parma 


CARIBOU 
Grace 
Soda Springs 
CASSIA 


Burley 
Oakley 


CLEARWATER 
Elk River 
Orofino 
Pierce 
Weippe 


CUSTER 
Challis 
Mackay 


ELMORE 
Glenns Ferry 


FRANKLIN 
Preston 


FREMONT 
Ashton 
St. Anthony 


GEM 
Emmett 


GOODING 
Gooding 
Hagerman 
Wendell 


IDAHO 
Grangeville 
Kooskia 


JEFFERSON 
Rigby 


JEROME 
Jerome 


KOOTENAI 
Coeur d’Alene 
Post Falls 
Rathdrum 
Spirit Lake 
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LATAH 
Bookmobile Stops, 15 
Moscow 
Potlatch 
Troy 


LEMHI 
Leadore 
Salmon 


LINCOLN 
Richfield 
Shoshone 


MADISON 
Rexbur; 
Sugar City 


MINIDOKA 
Rupert 


NEZ PERCE 
Bookmobile Stops, 29 
Lewiston 


ONEIDA 
Malad 


OWYHEE 
Homedale 
Marsing 


PAYETTE 
New Plymouth 
Payette 


POWER 
American Falls 


SHOSHONE 
Kellogg 
Mullan 
Osburn 
Wallace 


TWIN FALLS 
Buhl 
Filer 
Twin Falls 


VALLEY 
Cascade 
McCall 
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Prometing Gocd Free 
Library Service to 
Every Resident of 

idaho 


University of Idaho Library 
Periodicals Section 
Moscow, Idaho 
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